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*

*The desire of visitors to experience the ‘real’ culture has brought into 
question the authenticity of the tourist experience. In some 
developing world locations the provision of cultural artifacts and 
performances has become packaged for convenient consumption by 
visitors. Such commoditization has contributed to challenges 
concerning the authenticity of the tourist experience.  

*The commoditization has led to pseudo-events that share the following 
characteristics: they are planned rather than spontaneous; they are 
designed to be performed to order, at times that are convenient for 
tourists; and they hold at best an ambiguous relationship to real 
elements on which they are based. 
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